











Cbcktail Party: 

( continued from 'preceding page) 
Chicago; Singer had lunch with him in 
a non-meat restaurant on Broadway and 
co-sCripted a screenplay based on a 
Singer short story in "Short Friday”; 
and God — well, Steinberg was the son 
of a Winnipeg rabbi. Steinberg’s act — 
he’s become a regular on the Johnny 
Carson television program and has been 
Jheld over several times at Greenwich 
Village’s Bitter End — deals mostly with 
a mischievous God. “Don’t worry about 
the burning bush, my son. Take off 
your shoes, my son ... ah ha, the third 
one today.” Steinberg says that "I’m the 
first Jewish Dylan Thomas. The poetry 
I could handle, but I’m not good at drink- 
ing.” He’s played Second City in Chicago 
and was the faggoty brother in Jules 
Feiffer’s Broadway play, “Little Mur- 
derers.” Proudest moment as a comic 
came, he says, when a Grey Lines tour 
walked out on his act. "I’ll always sac- 
rifice an audience for a piece of ma- 
terial.” 

Epstein on Garrison 

Edward Jay Epstein is expanding into 

Viking Press book his “New Yorker” 

.section of New Orleans district at- 
orney Jim Garrison’s investigation into 
the JFK murder. Tentative title: ‘The 
Tangled Web.” Says Epstein, “If there 
is any evidence of a conspiracy in New 
Orleans, I doubt if Garrison’s style of 
investigation will find it.” Epstein’s book 
will draw many parallels between Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy and Garrison, but, 
says Epstein, “I’m not qualified to dis- 
fcuss Garrison’s motives. For all anyone 



‘Truth Still Not 

knows, the late David Ferrie, a prime 
Garrison suspect, may have been mixed 
up with Lee Harvey Oswald. It is very 
difficult to establish the truth.” Epstein 
still believes that not all of the truth 
about the assassination — including the 
number of gunmen — is known. Epstein’s 
30,000-word article on Garrison prompt- 
ed a seven-page typewritten response 
from Harold Weisberg, author of sev- 
eral “Whitewash” books analyzing and 
criticizing the Warren Commission Re- 
port: "Garrison cannot win,” Mr; Weis- 
- berg writes. "The Epsteins [critics of 
Garrison] defame him for not having 
produced evidence that satisfies them. 
Were he to do so outside the courtroom, 
they’d assail him because it is improper. 

If his case is as shallow as the Epsteins 
pretend, why cannot they and the Clay 
Shaw defense (led by the Federal gov- 
ernment, which has openly intruded 
in a purely state matter) let Garrison 
fall on his face in court, in public? The 
basic right of defendant Shaw [Garri- 
son says Shaw, a New Orleans business- • 
man, knew. Oswald] is to a speedy trial. 
That has been denied Shaw by his coun- 
sel alone, for Garrison has opposed all 
the delays, each of which, since Sept. 15, 
1967, the date he set for the trial, was 
the invention of the defense . . . Ep- 
stein’s writing will ultimately convince 
thinking people there has to be a reason 
for the ceaseless campaign against 
Garrrison and the steadfast refusal of 
any major newspaper or magazine to 
print a story with any of the available 
evidence showing the official account of 
the President’s murder as false. The 
government cannot tolerate any judicial 
determination of fact. There can be none 
that does not destroy the Warren Re- i 
port. To destroy the Report is to rewrite 
‘Macbeth,’ for there was - Federal in- 
volvement in John Kennedy’s murder. 

Its whitewash also is Federal.” Mr. Gar- 
rison’s response to Mr. Epstein’s analy- 
sis was to announce that his office had 
been exchanging information with a 
foreign intelligence agency that, he said, 
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had “penetrated the forces involved in 
the assassination” of JFK. 

‘I Have Too Much Sense’ 

Doubleday is moving up to September 
(from late autumn) publication of Allen 
Drury’s "Preserve and Protect,” for 
which McCall’s had paid $50,000 for 
serialization rights and then decided not 
to publish. A McCall’s editor said it 
didn’t like "the book’s anti-Negro, anti- 
U.N. view." Mr. Drury says that the 
theme of “Preserve and Protect” is vio- 
lence* “as it becomes political in motiva- 
tion and gathers behind a Presidential 
candidate.” Mr. Drury has noted that 
rumors were abroad that the violence- 
supported candidate was. in some way, 
shape, manner, fashion or form, based 
upon — suggested by — or otherwise mys- 



teriously associated with Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. He says, “The rumor is not 
only false, it is absurd. In the first place. 
Senator Kennedy [had] too much senses) 
either to court or accept support from 
violence elements. In the second placet £ 
have too much sense to fictionalize Sen. 
Kennedy.'- ' 




